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Chi può aiutarmi a sapere 
cosa, come, dove e 
quando? 

Who can help me know 
what, how, where and 
when? 

Work in Italy 

It provides general information for EU nationals and Non-EU nationals 
about living and working conditions in Italy. 



  

Contatta la rete EURES del tuo territorio 

Consulta il portale EURES 
Il portale europeo della mobilità professionale 

Consult the EURES portal 
The European Job Mobility Portal 

Partecipa agli eventi come questo 

Participate in events like this 

Work in Italy, What should I do? 

EU 
nationals 



  

EURES aiuta le persone in cerca di occupazione a trovare un impiego 
e i datori di lavoro ad assumere personale in tutta Europa 

EURES helps jobseekers to find jobs and employers to recruit from 
all over Europe 

Per saperne di più sui servizi EURES, puoi consultare le varie sezioni 
del sito, trovare i recapiti dei membri e dei partner di EURES nella 
pagina «EURES nel tuo paese». 

To learn more about EURES services you can visit the various 
sections of this website, find contact details of the EURES Members 
and Partners on the “EURES in your country” 
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 Info Work in Italy  
It provides general information for Non-EU nationals about 
living and working conditions in Italy. 

Consult carefully  the information in the " Info Work in Italy" 
Exhibitor 

Consulta attentamente le informazioni contenute nello 
stand " Info Work in Italy"  

Info Work in Italy  
Fornisce informazioni generali per i cittadini extra-UE sulle 
condizioni di vita e di lavoro in Italia. 
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L'ingresso in Italia di cittadini stranieri provenienti da Paesi non 
appartenenti all'UE, per motivi di lavoro subordinato non 
stagionale, stagionale e per lavoro autonomo, avviene 
prevalentemente nell'ambito delle quote di ingresso stabilite dal 
cosiddetto "decreto flussi". 

 
Entry into Italy by non-EU citizens for the purposes of non-seasonal 
and seasonal subordinate work and self-employment occurs mainly 
within the context of the entry quotas established by the law known 
as the “decreto flussi”. 

Work in Italy, What should I do? 
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Il datore di lavoro italiano o straniero residente in Italia deve prima 
di tutto fare richiesta di 'nulla osta al lavoro' allo Sportello Unico per 
l'Immigrazione della Prefettura del territorio dove il lavoratore sarà 
domiciliato o dove ha luogo la sede di lavoro. 

 
 The Italian or foreign employer residing in Italy must first apply for 
clearance (nulla osta al lavoro) at the Sportello Unico per 
l’Immigrazione of the Prefettura del territorio where the worker will 
be residing or where the place of work is located. 
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Una volta ottenuto il nulla osta al lavoro, potete rivolgervi 
alla Rappresentanza diplomatico-consolare italiana per chiedere il 
visto di ingresso in Italia. 
 
Once clearance is obtained, you may apply for your visa at your local 
diplomatic mission. 
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For more information 
and insights, follow the 
presentations: 

Work in Italy 

Definitions of Terms.  

Entry Visa.  

Residence Permit.  

Quota Agreement - “decreto-flussi”.  

Entries in Italy for study. 

Summary of authorities’ responsibilities and 
contact information  

 Focus Seasonal Jobs 



  

Is an "Info Point" service. 
It provides general information for EU nationals and Non-EU nationals about 
living and working conditions in Italy. 
In order to be able to work in Italy and/or other European countries you will 
still have additional legal obligations and administrative procedures to go 
through to get access to the European labour market – and you’re not 
entitled to EURES mobility schemes. 
As it is reiterated by the European Commission: Employment, social affairs 
and inclusion for non-EU citizens: “The freedom to move to another EU 
country to work without a work permit is a right for EU nationals”. 
Non-EU nationals may have the right to work in an EU country or to be 
treated equally with EU nationals as regards conditions of work. These rights 
depend on their status as family members of EU nationals and on their own 
nationality. Due to complex immigration procedures, employers may as well 
decide not to go through your application. 

Work in Italy, What should I do? 



  

Many of EURES' services (in particular EURES on-line services) are freely available 
for any user with access to the web. If you already live and work in the EEA 
territory or Switzerland, you can contact a local or regional EURES Adviser to get 
advice. 
However, finding a job via EURES does not change the legal obligations and 
administrative procedures that may apply to non-EU citizens. 
If you intend to move from a non-EEA country (except Switzerland) to live and 
work in the European Economic Area or Switzerland, often your own Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs can provide you with information on legal requirements to move 
abroad or refer you to useful information centres. 
This Info point (prepared by EURES Italy) is dedicated to basic and first level 
information for EU nationals and Non-EU nationals interested in working in Italy, 
We reiterate that the Italian Authority responsible for the entry and stay of non-EU 
citizens is the Ministry of the Interior. 

Work in Italy, What should I do? 



Italian system overview 



Political system: Italy is a parliamentary republic. The President of the Republic is elected by the 
Parliament in joint session for a 7-year term of office and may be re-elected, while the Parliament has a 
term of 5 years. Executive power in Italy is exercised by the government, which comprises the Prime 
Minister, appointed by the President of the Republic, ministers, deputy ministers and under-secretaries, 
and must have the support of both Chambers. The Parliament has legislative powers and comprises the 
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate of the Republic. 
Administrative system: The ‘Delrio Law’, in force since April 2014, redefined the boundaries and powers of 
local authorities by establishing metropolitan cities run by local mayors and turning provinces into ‘large 
area authorities’ without specifically elected or paid political staff. There are now only two directly elected 
regional and local administrative levels: regions and municipalities. 

Italian system overview 

Political, administrative and legal systems 



Judicial system: The ordinary Italian judicial system is divided into two main branches dealing respectively 
with civil and criminal law. The civil justice system includes the following bodies: Justices of the Peace, 
who have jurisdiction on civil actions of low financial value; Courts of First Instance (Tribunali): with a 
single judge within a territorial district. In civil cases they adjudicate higher-value actions and appeals 
against rulings of the Justices of the Peace. In criminal cases, they try criminal offences (except for the 
serious crimes reserved for the assize courts). In both civil and criminal matters, the rulings of the court of 
first instance may be appealed before the court of appeal. In every Court of Appeal district, there is a 
Juvenile Court that deals specifically with under-18s. There is at least one Regional Administrative Court in 
each region. Public order is maintained by the military police (Carabinieri), the police force, the customs 
police (Guardia di Finanza) and the municipal police.  
The Ombudsman is responsible for examining and reporting citizens' complaints of service failure by 
municipal departments. 
 

Italian system overview 

Political, administrative and legal systems 



Italian citizens and non-nationals legally residing in Italy are entitled to healthcare. This includes the right 
to choose a general practitioner for adults and, for children up to the age of 14, a paediatrician.  
EU citizens who travel to Italy with an EHIC (European Health Insurance Card) are entitled to urgent 
medical services; they will receive the same medical treatment as Italian citizens by presenting the card 
to the relevant local health authority (ASS).  
In order to receive healthcare, you must register for free with the national health service and select a 
general practitioner or paediatrician, the names of which are included in a specific list available at the 
district offices of the ASS.  
When you register, you will be issued with a health card that you must then present to receive health 
services.  
For further information and updates, please contact the relevant local health authority (see the website 
for the addresses). 
 

Health system 
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Compulsory education 
Compulsory education lasts 10 years, from 6 to 16 years of age. It comprises the 8 years of the first cycle 
of education and the first 2 years of the second cycle, which can be spent in upper secondary schools – 
run by the State – or attending regional vocational training courses. Moreover, all young people have 
the right and duty of education and training for at least 12 years or until they obtain a 3-year vocational 
qualification by the age of 18. Compulsory education can be delivered by State schools or accredited 
private schools (paritarie), which together make up the public education system; alternatively, it can be 
obtained from non-accredited private schools or by means of home schooling. However, in the two 
latter cases, for the compulsory schooling requirement to be satisfied, certain conditions apply, 
including taking examinations. On completion of the compulsory education period, which is usually the 
end of the second year of upper secondary school, those pupils who do not continue their schooling are 
issued a certification of competences acquired.  
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Education system 



Pupils who complete their upper secondary schooling, passing the State examination, can access 
tertiary education (universities, art and music academies and technical colleges). Some university 
degree programmes are on a limited access basis and applicants must pass an entry test. Following a 
major reform, the Italian university system is now based on two cycles: a 3-year bachelor's degree 
(Laurea – L) followed by a specialist or master’s degree requiring a further 2 years of specialist study 
(Laurea Specialistica – LS). There are also some single-cycle degree courses, with no degree awarded 
after the first 3 years, and leading directly to a master’s degree. 
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Education system 



Italy is famous all over the world for the unique beauty of its natural, historical and artistic heritage, to 
the extent that it is known as ‘il bel paese’ [the beautiful country]. Its splendid heritage cities such as 
Venice, Ravenna, Ferrara, Bologna, Florence, Siena, Rome, Naples, Palermo, etc. still bear indelible 
witness to the country’s history, culture and ancient art. Italy offers a variety of ways to spend your free 
time: hobbies, sports, attending concerts and plays, traditional festivals or sporting events; visiting 
heritage cities and towns, streets and squares, churches, palaces, archaeological sites, museums; 
indulging in shopping, relaxing with friends in a bar sipping a cappuccino or a glass of fine wine, or 
exploring the great diversity of food culture (the most popular restaurants in the cities famous for their 
cuisine, but also the many more modest restaurants located in the most atmospheric corners of the 
historic centres or along any street in Italy). 
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Social and cultural life 



In principle, public sector jobs are also open to EU citizens. However, in certain circumstances, EU 
countries can reserve public sector posts for their own nationals. Such jobs relate to safeguarding the 
state’s interests and restrictions must be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
  
Nationals of other Member States can apply for most public sector jobs in areas such as education, 
public health and public security. 
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Jobs in the public sector 



Most places for rent or for sale can be found through adverts on specialised websites, estate agents and 
private adverts. Sale and rental prices vary by region, city and neighbourhood. When renting a house, 
the landlord and tenant must conclude a contract in writing. The rental agreement must indicate the 
duration, monthly rent, notice period in the event of termination of the contract, and obligations 
relating to the costs of ordinary and extraordinary maintenance on the property. The contract must be 
signed by the tenant and the landlord and registered by the landlord with the Registry Office of the 
Public Revenue Agency within 20 days of conclusion of the contract. The registration tax is 2% of the 
annual rent. The registration must be renewed each year.  

Italian system overview 

Accommodation 



The landlord will usually require a deposit amounting to 2 or 3 months’ rent, which is returned at the 
end of the contract. Neither the landlord nor the tenant can claim statutory tax relief or allowances until 
the contract is registered. For information on types of rental agreements, contact the National Union of 
Private and Social Tenants (SUNIA), which has branches in all regions of Italy. In order to buy a house, it 
is possible to obtain a mortgage loan to be repaid in 15 or 20 years from banks or credit institutions for 
up to 75% of the total purchase price. You must also consult a notary, who will verify the terms and 
conditions of sale and draw up the deed of sale. 
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